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Washington. D. C. Augurt 13..Uncle
f-ani rslscd enough dates lasl year to
give every man. woman and child III
the country r. handful and leave some

to spare The amount was 30.000.0V0
pounds, and the fruit was a.-, tine aa

that which cornes from the ojst, of the
Sahara Much of it was rabed about
the Salton Bea, in Southern California,
whero It Is so hot that the hen3 ar-:
Said' to lay boiled eggs, and where, an

Is alleged by others, there Is only a

sheet of brown paper b»twe«n it and
the low«) regions O'h-r dates were
grown m th« P'o Grande Valley ot
Texas and other* on the .torching
tandi of Southern Arizona The Arab»
fay that iht dat«- palm must have its
feet In the vater and its head in the
burning sun.

Those are the conditions in man>
parts of bur great Southwest. The buu
is white hoi. but by irrigation tne
1 :rrs are kept moist, and they produce
this delicious fruit, which contalnu
more sugar than any other on car*h.
These potential date regions art very
extensive I have been Inquiring about j
them of the Agricultural Department,
and Welter T. Swingle, who has spe-
viol charge of this industry, tells me
that we have eeveral million acre-; that
V 111 ralFe excellent dates, and that
we could, if we would, supply all the
iijt*i that arc eaten by man

The Hut.'* of tbe .-ub-ira
But rrfore i give you my talk with

Professoi Swingle, let in', take you
thriuah some of the <;sit« countries, of
the wo-id Many of our dateb ¦orne
frorn the Sahars, that great stretch ot
desert which runs across North Africa,
overlng almost as much land as the

wholr United States. 1 have visited, a

r.unite.. ol its oases arid have picked
dates from the trees.
The oases are garden Fr"ts in this

vast r«p r!i of rand and rock. There
are S9,000 square mile* of them, a ter¬
ritory e0.ua! to twice thit ol Ohio. Ken¬
tucky and Virginia, and upen all of
th'-rr the ¦-hbf < rop Is dates. Each
oasis Is measured, not by Us area, btft

(he number of date trees it contains
and the Krer.ch of Morocco and Algeria
tax the people according to the size of
th»lr orrhard.»
Dates have the same pla" in the Sa¬

hara that our wheat has in the North
and cotton in the South It Is the
money 'rop the ehlef support ot
the people 1» >. the date that loads
the carivanr of camels that move to
-=nd fio over the desert It mlRht also
be called the bread of the Sahara, for
In som« pieces the Arabs eat but little
else, the fruit being I'd to the camels
and even to the dogs

This date slock feed, however, is
different from the fruit we have in
Am*rlra Th< oases have as many
kinds of dates as ^ have apple!- Thtue
are more than lr,r- different date palms
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In the r-ahara, and many others in the
Persian Gulf region. The dates we eat
arc full of sugar mid are so :;oft and
juicy that they mutt be drained before
heing packed. The favorite date of
the Sahara i:, a dry date, which can be
kept, a long time and which la some-
t: ei pulverized and :-o <-ook*d. An¬
other date |5 deliclously sweet. It Is
of a yellow colo.* and is as plump as a
prune before it in pressed.

Per»lon f;ulf Dntrs.
One of the most interesting date

region? of the world Is about the Per¬
sian fiulf In th' valley of the K'iphra-
tei, nor far Irom where th» Tower of
Babel once stood, and near the sup-posed location of the Garden e,f Eden.
I have taked about this co-intry with
Mr. navid Katrchlld. the agricultural
explorer, who has gon» aroind the
world. Ilk*, a watch cpr:ng. ."^ratchtng
Itü surface for new plants and trees
to introduce into the United States.
Me ma/le a special trip to study the
date gT'-.vs "f the Perrlan Gulf, which
ere s''JI furn:-h:ner most "f that fruit
thai cornea to America. Mr FalrcKild
saya theft are omething Ilka 30,000,000
dat» paJms in that territory, and that
an unbroken d3».» forest runs along the,
5?hatel-Arab. which forms the mout»>.
of the Euphrates arid Tlgrln Rivers,
for a distance of over seventy miles.
That mighty date jrrove is several miles
wide, and it rontalns altogether about
5,000,000 tree:;. It Is irrigated by the
river, the. tld»s backing the fresh wa¬
ter into Oie canal? and giving the roots
of each t«alm a bath twice a day.
The perr.ian dates are of hundreds of

varieties, .ind Mr Fatrchild heard of
some that are said to be seedless. In
this respect .-orrr'pondinsr perhaps to
the navl orange, which la now bo com¬
mon all over our rountrv.

Mr. Falrohlld sen! shoots of several
varieties of dates to the Unit»d States,
and has thus h»»n instrumental in
giving us :.ome of the first trees plant¬
ed In o\ir arid West. He a!?o forward¬
ed . date tre*»s from the Fayoum, In
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Kgypt. from Arabia and from other
places which he virlted during his
travels.

Rrlnalng Dsten to Atnerlcji.
The man who has done more for

date culture In the United States than
any other, however. Walter T. Swin¬
gle, who Is s botanist and plant-
breeder rankE as hlch as Luther Bur- '
henk, the so-called wizard of Callfor- '

nla. Mr. Swingle has bred new dates,
new figs and new citrus fruits. In¬
cluding oranges which cm be grown
as far North as central Georgia. He,
has been largely instrumental in in¬
troducing the date and the fig into
cur country, and has also given us
the pistachio and other valuable plants
of the Mediterranean region. He has
been connected with the Department
of Agriculture for more than twenty
j ears, and became Interested In the in¬
troduction of dates and figs during his
6tay at Naples, where he went to
Fludv tropical agriculture about s de¬
cade or so aso. He then traveled
through Asia Minor and crossed over
into Africa, going down into the Sa¬
hara. Prior to his visit to the date
regions there sorr.^ seeding dale treesI had been grown In California and Ari¬
zona, and there had been attempts by
the department to import shoots or
suckers from the date trees of Africa..
The chief way of starting a date

grove In the Sahara is to take up the
stickers, which sprout out from about
the trunk of the palm, and riant them.
Tho method of shipping them to the
United States vhs to set them out.
in tubs near the trees from which
they were taken and to allow them
to grow for one year. At the end of
that time tho plant in the tub was
sent to New York and thence to the
West. This method was costly. The
steamboats did not like to handle the
tubs, and they charged freight at the
rate of one ton per tub. The expense
was almost, prohibitive.

Mr. Swingle conceived the idea of
sending the shoots fresh from the tree.
He sent to Par's for a. hale of a spe¬
cial kind of moss, and with this, af¬
ter it bad been well w'«t, he wrapped
the end of the suckers. He then tied
each up In straw and packed them in
'ordinary shoe boxes, which ho was
able to ship at the regular freight
rates. I1 wu four.* that the shoots
arrived in Arizona and California In
excellent condition. They were trans¬
planted in the date gardens there and
rapidly grew.

Where Oar Date Forma Are.
During his second visit to Algeria.

Mr. Swingle made, one shipment of
over four hundred of these suckers,
three-fourths of which became trees,
and since then we have had other im¬
portations made the samo way. Some
of the suckers were eet out at Tempe,
Arizona, not far from Phoenix Thoo-
dore Roosevelt while President fcast-
ed on dates from those trees and
thousands of pounds were harvested
from them this year. Others of the
suckers went to California, and some
have been sent to an extensive date
region which i3 now being tested near
Laredo, Texas. Not a few so Import¬
ed are growing In the Imperial Val¬
ley of Southern California. Mr. Swin¬
gle tells me that dates may bo grown
In California as -far north as Sacra¬
mento, but that the finest varieties[. will ^ucoeed, best -about- ^Tumtv^rJ«

rona, and en the southernmost, edge
o( California' There Is no use nt-
t'mptiiig to crow them where the
temperature falls below 6S Fahren¬
heit, and the hotter the better. There
are EO»n» regions in Nevada where
dates might, prow, and this Is so also
in New Mexico nnd nil along the hot
Rio Grande River In Texas, with the
e><-*pt|on of n short dlstanre near
the mouth where the moist winds from
the <*;nif of Mexico make the summer
tor. eopl \r, ripen the fruit

It la a singular thing that the fruit
seems to thrive on nn nlknll soil. In
some of the orchards which are now
truvini; the land is so salty »hat
weeds will not spring up on It, Hml
nothing but desert plants can be
gl own.

Breeding; Ftne Dotes,
Mr Swingle expects that the United

States will som» day produce <a.tes,
superior to any now grown. The Arabs
have trl»d to perpetuate the old varie¬
ties, using lae shoot or suckers of the
date trp"s ra.ther than seedlings for
plnntincr new proves. This has been
the same In Persia and elsewhere It
Is different in our date gardens of the
West. The scientists there are taking
the best of the old varieties and breed¬
ing new ones. The*- have hundreds of
different kinds, and ar» producing
others each year. The trees are male
and female, and Uncle Sam's match
makers are marrying the best speel-
ments of eaeh variety with an idea
that the children that come from the
f»eds will have the best qualities of
each parent. With this view the De¬
partment of Agriculture' is sending
out thousands of seeds and urging the
farmers of those hot, arid regions to
set out date gardens. This is compar¬
atively rhesp when the trees are
grown from the seeds and the date or-

GLORIOUS HAIR
To Possess it Every Woman Must

Get Rid of Dandruff
Dandruff is caused by germs; these

germs dig into the roots of the hair and
vociferously devour the nourishment that
nature intends the hair to have.

Allow these destructive and persistentlittle devils to keep feasting and soon the
hair of any person will lose its natural
life and lustre, will fade, turn gray and
fall out.
A fifty-cent bottle of Parisian Sage(now sold all over America) will kill more

dandruff germs than any other known
agent.

It is guaranteed to banish dandruff
stop falling hair and itching scalp, or
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Juines P. Reed, a California date fT*«-Tvrr. nnd tree. Tbl* In n thrrcocar.ulü
needling.

DRY OH BREAD DATES FROM MECCA GARDEN, CAL¬
IFORNIA.

chards once In bearing prove enor¬
mously profitable. Tho trees begin to
fruit in three years, and the dates
sell1 at retail for from 10 to f>0 cents
a pound, according to quality. The
average yield of a Deglet Noor palm
Is put at from ?S to 132 pounds, and
an estimate of $150 profit per acre a
year Is not out. of the way- Even
counting only 75 pounds to a tree, an
acre should yield 4,000 or 5.000 pounds
a year.
There is no doubt but that the de¬

mand for dates can be greatly in¬
creased. The California Fruit. Grow,
crs' Association has by advertising
and marketing added S3 per cent, to
the demand for oranges In Iowa, and
it is spending Jioo.nnn this year to
increase the sale of that fruit In Uli-
nois. Wisconsin and other States The
same may be done with the date.
.This fruit Is the great desert food of
Franc«, and a box of fine dates forms
the chief Christmas present there. The
Agricultural Department believes that
the time will come when dates will
be consumed by our people much ap
oranges are now, and they tell me that
we have the. soil and climate which can
jiupply any demand-.

Our Bis: Fig Crop.
Another tropical fruit which is now

affecting California. Arizona and Texas,
as well as other pans of the West, Is
the Smvrna fig. This fruit can be
raised over a great area, and there is
no doubt but that we could produce all
we consume. Nevertheless, nine-tenths
of our figs still come from abroad, and
we are Importing 4,000,000 pounds every
year. California has long realized the
money that might be made out of the
business, and It has tried again and
again to go into It. It did not. succeed,
however, until Mr. Swingle brought
here from Asia Minor the blastophagas
and trained it to work in the harness
of the horticulturist.

I wonder if you have ever h»ard of
the blastophagas. It. is a little insect
which looks like a wasp, only much
smaller. Its chief job in life is carry¬
ing the pollen from the male fig tree
to th j female fig tree, and thereby fer¬
tilizing tho fruit. Unless it is ferti¬
lized the fruit Is not good. It will not
stay on the tree and is of no commer¬
cial value whatever.
Now the blastophagas is like the

boll weevil, in that it will feed upon
only ono crop. The boll weevil will eat
nothing but cotton The blastophagas
can live on nothing but the Smyrna
fig. It can be torn onlv in the caprl
fig, which is the male variety of the
Smyrna fig, and the figs of the male
tree are seemingly good for nothing
else but to serve as a breeding ground
for this insect.

While talking abouf this matter j
with Mr. Swingle ho drew for me two

pictures of the blossoms of the male!
and female trees. Each is of the shape
of a bell, with a narrow mouth, min-j
ute flowers being on the Inside of the
beli. In the. male tree the flowers are
so short that when the Mme Blast¬
ophagas stick? in her tall and deposits
the eggs they are close enough to
become a part, of the fruit, and they
soon hatch therein and cra-wl forth as

wasps llko their mother. If one of
these caprl figs is cut open before ft
Is rlpo it will be seen to he full of
grains which look much like seeds.
Those grains are mlnuto gal!?, each of

pV w^ch-coAtainEt a fig fnaect, .W^en. .th$

Injects are ready to bite their tray
out of the galls the mouth of the caprl
ftp opens and a. ring- of male rlowt ra
sluated helow it begin to -;hed pollen
abundantly. As the inserts crawl out
they get coaled with this pollen and
carry It to 'he female flowers which
line th» young budding rigs on the fe¬
male tree. The dusting of the female
flowers with pollen cause.; the fruit
to set and to hear fertile seed:;, which
give the flavor and mak». the Smyrna
fig so delicious,
Now there flow err. about ih» figs on

the female, treen are. longer than those
on the male trees. They are so Ions
that when the Wasp puts Its tail In and
lays Its eggs they do not reach to the
bottom and the eggs dry up to noth¬
ing. However, as the blastaphagas
layn she drops this pollen on the blos¬
soms and fertilizes the fruit. The
flowers on the llgs of the male tree are

shorter, and the eggs reach the fruit
and speedily hatch. The work of lay¬
ing the eggs on the female trees is a

deception practiced by nature on the
wasps, but It works nevertheless, and
such as lay their eggs on the flow¬
ers of the male tree are enough to

perptuate the race for the figs of the
f uture.
The people of California Knew about

this insect and tried to get it for a

long time before they succeeded. In¬
deed, our knowledge of It dates far
back into antiquity. Herodotus re¬

fers to caprification in somt of his
writings in the fifth century before
Christ, and Aristotle speaks of It In
his history of animals. It wsh well
known throughout the Orient, and it
has been larrie-l from Asia Minor to
Africa, ho that the Moors and Alger¬
ians raise their tigs in this way. In
Smyrna, the tig growers cut the male
rigs containing the insects in halves
and string them on wire sticks, and
then throw them up Into the female
trees, and the same Is now being done
in our flsr orchards.
As to the Introduction of the In¬

sect into Cnllfomia. this was attempted
twenty-one years ago. but it was not
sucessful. During the eight or nine
years following other attempts were
made and failed, and then Professor
Swingle, having spent a long time In
the study of the Insect and its; methods
of working, sent some caprl tigs, whose
cut stems had been waxed and which
were wrapped in tin foil, to California.
The wasps came out. but it. was not the
right time of year for the female blos¬
som, and another attempt was made In
IS9II, This was successful, and to
make a l"ng storv short, theblast-
ophagas began to breed by the mil¬
lions a year They are now to be
found In the male trees of all the iig
orchards, and we are Talsing fruit
that will compete with that of Smyrna
in the world's market.

Drerdlnc New Fla«.
At the same time the Smyrna fig la

being bred, and new figs created, the

very best tics are being married, and
new varieties are <-.y,nlng Into be¬
ing. One of these h'ss a gum drop In
its mouth, which seals up the pla^e
whore the rain Is liable to go In and
rot the fig This ia known as the Rl*-
ford tig. It is a fruit which practical¬
ly i-ant Itself, and therefore may he
guaranteed clean, without and within.
Another «e'.f-seallng variety was dis¬
covered three years ago, after two
soaking rains had spoiled the rff»» on

the adjoining trees of a different varie¬
ty. Cuttings of these varieties are

being distributed to all who will plant
tln-ee seedling fig trees for every cut-
tins received.

The Manila FIb Orcbard.
One of the gient breeding grounds

for new figs Is the Maslin fig orchard
In Placer county. Cal. This is now

a government station, being rented
to Uncle Sam for a nominal sum by thn
Southern Pacific railroad. It contains
139 fig trees which were planfed from
the s«eds of the best imported Smyrna
riss by K. W. Maelln, the seeds having
!><en sown almost a quarter of a cen¬
tury ago. Prior to that there had hev-n
attempts to ralre Smyrna figs in Cali¬
fornia, but owing to non-caprlficatlon
>uid ether reasons thev were all un¬
successful Mr. Maslin thought the
Turks were sending us bad seeds, and
so he wrote to Thurf r \r Company,
the well known grecei ef >>w York,
to ship him a box Of Th^lr very best
Smyrna figs, as he wanted to plant, the
seeds. They did so. and having
bought this plantation he gave up his
offlci' and attempted to make money
in orcharding The .-«»ds sprouted and
he got is.t tress Later on he found1
that his figs would not frutt. and he
eventually had to give up his orchard
and the estate connected with it.

In the meantime Mr. Swingle tried to
buy the orchard for the Bureau ot
Plant Industry of the United State.«
Department of Agriculture, but the
new owner asked an extravagant
price, whereupon the title was Investi¬
gated and was found to lie in the
Southern Paclfi- Railroad, ihe orchard
being on their riorht of way Th» mat'
ter was referred to the railroad air-
tborttles and thev being glad to pro-j
mote the Crult industry leased the
land to the United States government
for an Indefinite period for %l per aero
per year.

In that orchard there are now sev¬
enty-four malo trees and sixty-five fe¬
male trees. All are twenty years old.
From the seedlings have sprung up a

deren valuable new varieties, some of
which are unequaled by any that we

**X^.Am£0*te4. t.n*. *-oS,t flflr-ffrow.-j

In* reslor.s of Asia Minor. North Africa*
ind Europe. In addition tho depart-
mcn>. has several thousand other seod»
Itngs produced from the finest varieties
of figs .ind these are being distributed
to fig growers in different parts of the
West. The result will be that the
I'nlted Sntes will eventually not only
raise alt i's own figs, but that It will
have the best tigs that can be pro»
du< sd
(Copyright, 1311. by Frank Ci. Cn-pen»

ter.)

Williamsburg Social News.
[Sp-rlal to The Times-Dispatch.]

wnliamsburg. Va., August 13k.Fred R.
Ssvage. rmhlar of the Bank of Wllilama-
¦.urc. left to-day for Berlin. Md.. to spend
his vacation with his parents.
John Hundley, of Norfolk, has be on her«

this week visiting; his mother. Mra. Julia
Hundley.
Mr nn<*. Mrs. Hodges M. Christian, of

Hampton, who have been spending their
vacation here with relatives, will return
home tho f.rst of next week.
Tho Rev. and Mrs IS. Ruftln Jones, Dr.

Van F. Garrett and two children, and H. D.
r"ole 'oft the first of the week for New
York City, Bon'on. Albany and other points,
to be iw»v several days.
Miss n-ulah Brooks left ThursdayNorfolk, »-!i»no> she will go by steamer to'

New York en route to Newport to be the-
guest »f Mrs. A. H. Miles. I^a-ter -he will
ylslt friends In Vlttsfleld. Mass., and will
be gone one month.
Mr and Mrs Henley Sweeney, Jr.. left-

Tb'iredav for Staunton. wheje they will
spend a eouple of weeks with friends ej&a
relatives.
Mies Man- Bowry has been the truest et

friends In Charles City this week.
Miss r >. i Houge has gone to Rieh-:

mend, where she will remain some Um«.
L. F. Barnes, of Richmond, was In Wltrl

lismsburg Mondiv and spent the day with-
brother, A J. Barnes.
Mr; w. r Young and son. Faulkner, at

Hampton, spent the week here with the',
former's daughter. Mrs Spencer Line.
Hisse* Ocle and Rebecca Jones and Miss

Minnie Davis spent several days this week!
at White Sulphur Springs.
Mrs L. tV. Lane, Jr.. has been the arueat?

of friends this week In Norfolk and Suffolk-
B. F. Wolfe returned yesterday from si

stay of soveral days In Norfolk.
Mrs. F. S. Holdrroft and Mlsa Ida. Hold-

croft, of Richmond, are spending some tl:' «f
with friends In Charles City county.
Mr. and Mrs. We.l\-r Maddox, of New,York City, were guests tbls week of Mis.'E M. Brooks. i

Farmville Social Newa
[Special to The Times-Dlspatch.3Farmville. Va., Auguat 1»..Mrs. W. B^iFlournoy came to Farmville from. Amelia,.Bnd will remain a tew days with friends'

hero before going to Ms Oldenburg; to be with'.hf.r brother. Judge Wood.
Gustav Frlebus. a former United State«

government architect. Is here to visit hlatbrothsr-ln-low, George ,M. Ssrpell.W, U. Trevlllian, of Glon cos tor county,has returned home from his visit to B, OVBrlstow.
Miss Nellie Reed, of Blackstone, haw re«)turne-l home after a, «hört visit to .Mrs. IVT Klam.
Miss Clark, of Lynchburg. Is vlstanff-Jmraunt, Mrs. Walter H. Richardson.
Stover Brlstow, ot Richmond, la vla|tta«f<

his uncle. R. C. Brlstow.
Miss Alberta Pools has gone to Anroula to>

spend some time with her friends in that,village.
John F. Walton has gone to 0»e mountain

to en.toy a month from the exacting duties
of his business.
Mrs. George Bright, of Richmond, andMrs. Timborlake. of tho same city, have

been recent guests In the home of T. If,Wilson.
Mrs. Frank S. Woodson and daughter, of

Richmond, are visiting in the home of T.W, Hubbsrd on High Street.
Mrs. William R. Berkeley and the babyhave gone to Baltimore for a visit to the

old home of Mrs. Berkeley.
Miss Annie Lane, who has been visiting;in tho home of V. Vslden. hos gone to Nor»

folk.
Mlso Bessie Lindsay, of Richmond. Is visit*Ing her brother, Henry Lindsay, of Farm¬ville.
L. C. and Mrs. Morfln have returned from!

n trip tok»n to Newport News) and thai»esshore.
Miss Nannie P. Amos left Monday for SVvisit to her sister, who resides In Roanoke.Mrs. Jeffrey Creyke. of Washington, bast

stone to Amelia to spend a portion of the,vacation time.
Robert W. Booker, who recently came tFarmville from a year's stay at SaranaLake. X. Y.. left on Thursday for Catawbi

fmlkIone
"Simple Remedy from TroKle Di^tsr*OrW
Removed Them," Sayn Society Lady.
"The best skin specialists told roe that'nothlnp would remove my fwwklas. and that)1 would carry them to my grave," said ailwell-known society woman, "hut I fooler])them all with a new drug, othlne.double,strength .that I hought at Tragle Drug)Co.'*, which cleared my skin and gave metn fine complexion."
The action of othtne Is really remark-)able, for when applied nt night many offthe freckles disappear entirely by morning,,and the rest have begun to fade. An ounce)t:< usually all that Is needed, even for the!worst case.
Be sure to ask Tragle Drug; Co. for thsfdouble strength oihlne. as this 1» sold under)a Siiarantee, of money back If It fails tatremove the freckles. ~

Few appreciate the excel¬
lent flavor of a genuine

French
Sardine

parked in pure virgin olive
oil. Try as a sample our
"Barton" French Sardine.

12Kc to 40c per box.

HERMANN SCHMIDT,
504-508 East Broad.
Phone Mon. 101.

Can Cancer Be Cured?
IT CAN

The record of the Kellam Hospital!
without parallel in history, having curt>$
to stay cured permanently, without th$
use of the knife or X-ray, over 90 per
cent, of the many hundreds of sufferers^from cancer which it has treated during}the past fifteen years.
We have been endorsed by ths Senate!

and Legislature of Virginia. We guaratW
tee our cures.

Physicians treated ftee.

Kellam Hospital
1617 Webt Main Stret,

RICHMOND. - - - - VIRGIN*!


